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MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday  
 

Immaculate Conception at 6:00 pm 
Confessions are available at 5:00 pm 

 
Sunday  

Sacred Heart at 8:30 am 
Immaculate Conception at 10:30 am 

 
Wednesday-Thursday-Friday 

Immaculate Conception at 12:10 pm 
Confessions will be heard at 11:30 am and again after the 12:10 pm 

Mass on Wednesday during a period of Eucharistic Adoration. 

Homily of His Holiness Pope Francis 
Basilica of Santa Sabina, Ash Wednesday, 2 March 2022 

 
Cardinal Parolin read the homily Pope Francis had prepared 

for the occasion 
 

Today, as we embark on the Lenten season, the Lord says to us: 
“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen 
by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heav-
en” (Mt 6:1). It may be surprising, but in today’s Gospel, the word 
we hear most frequently is reward (cf. vv 1.2.5.16). Usually, on 
Ash Wednesday, we think more of the commitment demanded by 
the journey of faith, rather than the prize that is its goal. Yet today 
Jesus keeps returning to that word, reward, which can appear to 
be the reason for our actions. Yet within our hearts, in fact, there 
is a thirst, a desire for a reward, which attracts and motivates us. 
 
The Lord, however, speaks of two kinds of reward to which our 
lives can tend: a reward from the Father and, on the other hand, 
a reward from others. The first is eternal, the true and ultimate 
reward, the purpose of our lives. The second is ephemeral, a spot-
light we seek whenever the admiration of others and worldly 
success become the most important thing for us, our greatest 
gratification. Yet the latter is merely an illusion. It is like a mirage 
that, once we get there, proves illusory; it leaves us unfulfilled. 
Restlessness and discontent are always around the corner for 
those who look to a worldliness that attracts but then disap-
points. Those who seek worldly rewards never find peace or con-
tribute to peace. They lose sight of the Father and their brothers 
and sisters. This is a risk we all face, and so Jesus tells us to 
“beware”. As if to say: “You have a chance to enjoy an infinite 
reward, an incomparable reward. Beware, then, and do not let 
yourself be dazzled by appearances, pursuing cheap rewards that 
disappoint as soon as you touch them”. 
 
The rite of receiving ashes on our heads is meant to protect us 
from the error of putting the reward received from others ahead 
of the reward we receive from the Father. This austere sign, 
which leads us to reflect on the transience of our human condi-
tion, is like a medicine that has a bitter taste and yet is effective 
for curing the illness of appearances, a spiritual illness that en-
slaves us and makes us dependent on the admiration of others. It 
is a true “slavery” of the eyes and the mind (cf. Eph 6:6, Col 3:22). 
A slavery that makes us live our lives for vainglory, where what 
counts is not our purity of heart but the admiration of others. Not 
how God sees us, but how others see us. We cannot live well if we 
are willing to be content with that reward. 
 
The problem is that this “illness of appearances” threatens even 
the most sacred of precincts. That is what Jesus’ tells us today: 
that even prayer, charity and fasting can become self-referential. 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Temptation of Jesus 
Gustave Dore  (1832 – 1883) 

Book Club is back! 
 

Next meeting will take place in Immaculate 
Conception parish hall on March 22nd at 6:30 pm. 

 
The group will discuss The Great Divorce by C.S. 

Lewis. 

All Fridays during lent 

 
6:00 pm—Immaculate Conception & St. Joseph Mission 

Stations of the Cross 
 

Immediately following Stations—Immaculate Conception 
Friday Fish Fry, hosted by the Knights of Columbus 

Individual $10 / Couple $15 / Family $25 

Mass will be offered at St. Joseph Mission in 
Charlo at 4 pm on Saturday, March 12th.  

The Ronan Knights of Columbus will hold a 
regular meeting after 8:30 am Mass on 
March 13th.  

During the season of Lent, during Family Night Father Kevin 
Christofferson will lead a class and discussion on Christian 
Prayer and the interior life. 

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm  
(please see Family Night schedule for specific dates) 



Humbly asking for your prayers 
Marcy Bishop, Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Michael Conrad, Ellen Holland, Kaylee Martin, Dave Evertz, Steve Ducharme, Kate 

Shrider Olsen, Don Herbst, Bill Nash, Donna Jacobs, Derrie Edge, Madge Vert, Bob Mahon, Traven & Marisa Hoyt.  

 
Please help to keep the list current by contacting the Parish Office.  Also, out of respect for a person's privacy, please make sure that all 

individuals wish to be publicly identified.   
 

Grace be to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for you all;  Making a remembrance of you in our prayers without ceas-
ing.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 

 
The Holy Father’s prayer intention for March 

 
A Christian Response to Bioethical Challenges: We pray for Christians facing new bioethical challenges; may they continue to defend 

the dignity of all human life with prayer and action. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Dillon Armstrong, Tyler Frohlich, Matthew Christians, Kyle Tannehill and Kaleb Michell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, John Cooney,  

Jamie Severson, Hayden Petterson, Alex Olmes, Anthony Olmes, Alex Ramirez, James Semling. 

Food Pantry Necessities 
Peanut butter and cereal are a constant need; as well as 
oats, flour and rice.  Pet foods are frequently in demand, 
and clients tend to prefer healthy options for food that are 
not so loaded with sugar.  The Food Pantry will also ac-
cept money donations as well. Charitable donations may 
be left in the basket at the entrance of the church.  

In every act, even the most noble, there can hide the worm of self-
complacency. Then our heart is not completely free, for it seeks, not 
the love of the Father and of our brothers and sisters, but human 
approval, people’s applause, our own glory. Everything can then be-
come a kind of pretense before God, before oneself and before others. 
That is why the word of God urges us to look within and to recognize 
our own hypocrisies. Let us make a diagnosis of the appearances that 
we seek, and let us try to unmask them. It will do us good. 
 
The ashes bespeak the emptiness hiding behind the frenetic quest for 
worldly rewards. They remind us that worldliness is like the dust that 
is carried away by a slight gust of wind. Sisters and brothers, we are 
not in this world to chase the wind; our hearts thirst for eternity. Lent 
is the time granted us by the Lord to be renewed, to nurture our inte-
rior life and to journey towards Easter, towards the things that do not 
pass away, towards the reward we are to receive from the Father. 
Lent is also a journey of healing. Not to be changed overnight, but to 
live each day with a renewed spirit, a different “style”. Prayer, charity 
and fasting are aids to this. Purified by the Lenten ashes, purified of 
the hypocrisy of appearances, they become even more powerful and 
restore us to a living relationship with God, our brothers and sisters, 
and ourselves. 
 
Prayer, humble prayer, prayer “in secret” (Mt 6:6), in the hiddenness 
of our rooms, becomes the secret to making our lives flourish every-
where else. Prayer is a dialogue, warm in affection and trust, which 
consoles and expands our hearts. During this Lenten season, let us 
pray above all by looking at the Crucified Lord. Let us open our hearts 
to the touching tenderness of God, and in his wounds place our own 
wounds and those of our world. Let us not be always in a rush, but 
find the time to stand in silence before him. Let us rediscover the 
fruitfulness and simplicity of a heartfelt dialogue with the Lord. For 
God is not interested in appearances. Instead, he loves to be found in 
secret, “the secrecy of love”, far from all ostentation and clamour. 
 
If prayer is real, it necessarily bears fruit in charity. And charity sets 
us free from the worst form of enslavement, which is slavery to self. 
Lenten charity, purified by these ashes, brings us back to what is es-
sential, to the deep joy to be found in giving. Almsgiving, practised far 
from the spotlights, fills the heart with peace and hope.  It reveals to 

(Continued from page 1) 

                          Liturgy Calendar & Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday, March 5th 
Vigil of the First Sunday of Lent 
Repose of the Soul of Deacon Wes Vert, rb Tami Avison 
Sunday, March 6th 

First Sunday of Lent 
Sick & Shut-Ins of the Parish / Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
Wednesday, March 9th 
Saint Frances of Rome 
Repose of the Soul of Deacon Wes Vert, rb Tami Avison 
Thursday, March 10th 
Repose of the Soul of Wilfred Daigneault, rb Teri Daigneault 
Friday, March 11th 
Intentions of Colby Devlin, rb Katie Devlin 

us the beauty of giving, which then becomes receiving, and thus 
enables us to discover a precious secret: our hearts rejoice more at 
giving than at receiving (cf. Acts 20:35). 
 
Finally, fasting. Fasting is not a diet. Indeed, it sets us free from the 
self-centred and obsessive quest of physical fitness, in order to 
help us to keep in shape not only our bodies but our spirit as well. 
Fasting makes us appreciate things for their true worth. It reminds 
us in a concrete way that life must not be made dependent upon 
the fleeting landscape of the present world. Nor should fasting be 
restricted to food alone.  Especially in Lent, we should fast from 
anything that can create in us any kind of addiction. This is some-
thing each of us should reflect on, so as to fast in a way that will 
have an effect on our actual lives. 
 
Prayer, charity and fasting need to grow “in secret”, but that is not 
true of their effects. Prayer, charity and fasting are not medicines 
meant only for ourselves but for everyone: they can change histo-
ry. First, because those who experience their effects almost uncon-
sciously pass them on to others; but above all, because prayer, 
charity and fasting are the principal ways for God to intervene in 
our lives and in the world. They are weapons of the spirit and, 
with them, on this day of prayer and fasting for Ukraine, we im-
plore from God that peace which men and women are incapable of 
building by themselves. 
 
O Lord, you see in secret and you reward us beyond our every 
expectation. Hear the prayers of those who trust in you, especially 
the lowly, those sorely tried, and those who suffer and flee before 
the roar of weapons. Restore peace to our hearts; once again, 
grant your peace to our days. Amen. 



Parish Offertory Progress Report 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1st  

 
 

Immaculate Conception  
$134,201 of $170,000 (79%) 
Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  
$26,769 of $44,500 (60%) 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO 
90.7 FM 

 
 
 

DMR is a locally owned, 
listener supported non-

profit 501(c)3 
PO Box 568 

Polson, MT 59860 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

St. Joseph Hospital 
Chapel 

 
Monday at 6:00 pm 
Friday at 9:00 am 

All Sunday homiles 
are available on 
YouTube and can 
be found by 
searching the full 
name Fr. Kevin 
Christofferson. 

First Sunday of Lent 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
 
When he calls on me, I will answer him; 
I will deliver him and give him glory, 
I will grant him length of days. 
 
Collect: 
 
Grant, almighty God, 
through the yearly observances of holy Lent, 
that we may grow in understanding 
of the riches hidden in Christ 
and by worthy conduct pursue their effects. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever 
 
Readings: 
 
Dt 26:4-10 
Ps 91:1-2,10-11,12-13,14-15 
   R. Be with me Lord, when I am in trouble. 
Rom 10:8-13 
Lk 4:1-13 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 
This dramatic situation of "the whole world [which] is in the pow-
er of the evil one" makes man's life a battle: The whole of man's 
history has been the story of dour combat with the powers of evil, 
stretching, so our Lord tells us, from the very dawn of history until 
the last day. Finding himself in the midst of the battlefield man 

has to struggle to do what is right, and it is at great cost to him-
self, and aided by God's grace, that he succeeds in achieving his 
own inner integrity. (CCC 409) 

Notice: 
The Priory group study at the Edwards’ house has 

been cancelled until further notice. Apologies for 

any inconvenience! 

Excerpt from “Meditations for Each Day of Lent”  
by St. Thomas Aquinas 

 

First Week in Lent Sunday 
 

It was fitting that Christ should be tempted  
 

Jesus was led by the spirit into the desert, to be tempted by the 
devil. — Matt. iv. i. 

—————————— 
Christ willed to be tempted: 
 
1. That He might assist us against our own temptations. St. 
Gregory says, “ That our Redeemer, who had come on earth to 
be killed, should will to be tempted was not unworthy of Him. 
It was indeed but just that he should overcome our 
temptations by His own, in the same way that He had come to 
overcome our death by His death.”  
 
2. To warn us that no man, however holy he be, should think 
himself safe and free from temptation. Whence again His 
choosing to be tempted after His baptism, about which St. 
Hilary says, “The devil’s wiles are especially directed to trap us 
at times when we have recently been made holy, because the 
devil desires no victory so much as a victory over the world of 
grace.” Whence too, the scripture warns us, Son, when thou 
comest to the service of God, stand in justice and in fear, and 
prepare thy soul for temptation (Ecclus. ii. i).  
 
3. To give us an example how we should over come the 
temptations of the devil, St. Augustine says, “Christ gave 
Himself to the devil to be tempted, that in the matter of our 
overcoming those same temptations He might be of service 
not only by His help but by His example too.”  
 
4. To fill and saturate our minds with confidence in His mercy. 
For we have not a high-priest who cannot have compassion on 
our infirmities, but one tempted in all things, like as we are, 
without sin (Heb. iv. 15). 




